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Arab scouts escorting Santa Clans in Bethlehem’s Manger Square yesterday. (Andre Brutman) 

Peres tells Bethlehem Christmas reception: 

‘An air of peace is blowing in the region’ 


By HAIM SHAPIRO 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
ft .# .BETHLEHEM. - Israel has a 
chance this coming year of reaching 
a fuller understanding with Egypt 
. and, “hopefully,* 5 of beginning talks 
with the Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians, Prime Minister Peres told a 
Christmas reception here last night. 

“There is an air of peace now 
blowing in the region. Let us learn to 
breathe it properly,*’ Peres told 
guests at the reception, sponsored by 
Bethlehem Mayor Elias Freij, in a 
local restaurant. 

A record number of Israeli leaders 
- including Defence Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, Police Minister Haim 
Bar-Lev, Communications Minister 

Danger of 
poisoning 
from milk 
substitutes 

By JUDY SIEGEL 

.. Jerusalem Post Reporter ..... 

The Health Ministry last night 
. warned the public to immediately 
V stop using Complan, a medical m3k 
substitute for adults, and Osterfeed, 
a milk substitute for babies. 

The warning followed reports that 
packages of the imported British pro- 
ducts bearing certain serial numbers 
are tainted with salmonella bacteria, 
which can cause diarrhea and other 
intestinal problems. 

. The ministry asked pharmacists to 
accept returned packages from cus- 
tomers and to replace them with 
packages bearing “safe” serial num- 
bers. 

The ministry also demanded that 
the importer of the products, Che- 
mical and Technical Supplies (CTS) 
of Petah Tikva, place advertisements 
in the media warning of possible 
contamination. CTS’s advertise- 
ments in today's newspapers - in- 
cluding The Jerusalem Post - warn 
j-i only of the danger from Complan, 

'■ however. 

The ministry stressed that no cases 
of salmonella poisoning from the pro- 
ducts had been reported in Israel. 

CTS was not available for com- 
ment last night as to why it had only 
issued a warning concoTiing the milk 
substitute for adults and not that for 
children. 

The products are manufactured by 
Farley Health Products in Kendal, 
England. The company withdrew the 
products Grom the UK market this 
week, nine days after being told by 
A; British health authorities that there 
was a danger of salmonella poison- 
ing. Health officials told Farley on 
December 11 that 25 cases of sal- 
monella poisoning in infants had 
been reported since the begin n i n g of 
November. Several of the babies tad 
been fed Oster products. 

All 320 Farley factory staff were 
tested for the salmonella bacterium, 
but results have not yet been made 
available. 


Amnon Rubinstein and Jerusalem 
Mayor Teddy Koliek - turned out 
here last night to wish Christians a 
“Meny Christmas." 

Speaking to reporters, Peres, 
attending the reception for the 
second year running, said that “now 

Christmas enrols 
in Shepherds' Fields 
-Page 2 

it very much depends on how Jordan 
will form its policies and its delega- 
tion for direct talks with us." He held 
out little hope that the PLO would 
comply with a reported two-month 
deadline, set by moderate Arabs, to 


recognize Israel. He said he did not 
believe that the organization would 
change, 'adding that it is “existing by 
avoiding making a decision." 

Peres’s remarks were in keeping 
with those of Freij, who told the 
gathering that “we all pray that all 
people in the Holy Land, Arabs and 
Israelis, can live in peace and secur- 
ity as neighbours.” 

Also present was U.S Ambassa- 
dor Thomas Pickering, who was en- 
thusiastic about what he regarded as 
hopeful signs in the comments of 
both Peres and Freij. “It’s a time to 
think about peace. And both of them 
were saying things that were very 
encouraging about a peace process,” 
he told reporters. 


In case of escaped murderer Zvi Gur 

Suissa still firmly backs 
Ramie jail boss Poliak 


By BARBARA AMOUYAL 
and ROBERT ROSENBERG 
Jerusalem Post Reporters 

Prison Services Commissioner 
Rati Suissa will support Ramie Pris- 
on commander Yossi Poliak “all -the 
way," despite the fact that Poliak 
and other Ramie prison officials 
were faulted by a commission of 
inquiry into the escape of child- 
murderer Zvi Gur. 

In an exclusive interview with The 
Jerusalem Post yesterday, Suissa 
said , ‘Tm behind Poliak all the way. 
He’s an exemplary commander and 
the Prison Services could do with 
more like him.” 

Suissa refused to accept Poliak’s ' 
resignation last Friday immediately 
following the convict's escape . 

Among the shortcomings men- 
tioned by the Prison Services Com- 
mission were faults in prison admin . • 
istration, errors of judgement by 
Poliak in particular and by lower- 
level officers in general, and improp- 
er implementation of Prison Services 
orders. Suissa presented the findings 
to Police Minister Haim Bar-Lev 
yesterday afternoon. 

Asked if he intended to resign as a 


result of the commission’s findings , 
Suissa replied, "What for? Fm not 
responsible for the unfortunate 
escape of Zvi Gur." 

Ber-Lev said that he is awaiting a 
formal response-*©- ihc Commis- 
sion's report from Suissa. Suissa told 
The Post he would make his state- 
ments public this evening in a tele- 
vised news broadcast “after studying 
the report” 

With Suissa backing Poliak, the 

Snissa: There will 
always be jafl-breakmg 
-Fage3 

decision on whether to seek Poliak’s 
resignation or disciplinary action 
against the prison commander will 
come from Bar-Lev. 

The inquiry, established by Suissa 
last Friday, determined that Gur bad 
been allowed - under constant guard 
- outside the Ayalon Prison walls in 
Ramie from February, 1985. 

Bnt in the last four months Gur 
had been permitted to work un- 
accompanied at his outdoor painting 
(Continued oa Back Pap:) 


Dekel questioned again in land case 


By BARBARA AMOUYAL 
For The Jerusalem Post 
Deputy defence minister Michael 
Dekel spent almost three hours 
yesterday at police training facilities 
in Ne'urim answering questions ab- 
out his possible involvement in the 
West Bank land-fraud case. 

Following Dekel’s third round of 
questioning in less than two weeks, it 
became dear to the head of the 
police serious crimes unit, Shimon 
Savir, that the deputy defence minis- 
ter would be invited at least once 
more for further questioning. The 
Jerusalem Post has learned . 

Dekel was quoted in a radio inter- 
view following yesterday’s session as 
saying, “The ordeal is almost over.” 
Neither Savir nor Dekel agreed to 
discuss the subjects of yesterday's 
discussion. It is assumed that the 
management of Dekel’s office dur- 


ing his tenure as deputy agriculture 
minister and the permission he 
allegedly granted for building pro- 
jects in Judea and Samaria were high 
outlie agenda. 

In his earlier sessions with the 
police, Dekel was asked about his 
possible involvement in granting 
building permits for the Samarian 
settlements of Kramtm and Kla’im, 
it has been learned. Tel Aviv con- 
tractor Avraham Gindi has been 
charged with Illegally selling land at 
these two sites. 

Police were courteous to Dekel, 
said to be suffering from a heart 
condition, and allowed him rest 
periods daring his morning of ques- 
tioning. Following the session, De- 
kel told reporters be felt well, bnt 
that “a police investigation can have 
a negative impact on anyone — even 
the healthiest person." 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

C.T.S., Chemicals and Technical Supplies Limited 

asks those who have purchased 

COMPLAN 
Medical Food: 
Supplement 

to return it to their pharmacy. 

A doubt has arisen as to the safety of the product. 
Pharmacies will refund the cost of the product to the customer. 

C.T.S. Ltd. undertakes to credit the pharmacies accordingly. 


Herut 
convention 
may wait 
till summer 

By SARAH HONIG 
TEL AVIV. - A proposal that the 
Herut convention be postponed foras 
long as six months is doe to be 
presented this morning to the party 
committee preparing the convention. 
The Jerusalem Post was told that the 
majority of the committee support 
this move, as do majorities in the 
party executive and central commit- 
tee, which would have to ratify the 
postponement. 

For the past few weeks there have 
been rumours in Herut about the 
Imminen t postponement of the long 
overdue convention. The last Herut 
convention was held in 1979. 

Circles dose to Deputy Premier 
David Levy accused the factious of 
Vice Premier Yitzhak Shamir and 
Trade Minister Ariel Sharon of seek- 
ing the postponement. They say that 
. Shamir has sought aB along to avoid 
the convention for as long as possible. 
They daim that the balance of forces 
in tiie present central committee, 
which was elected by the last conven- 
tion, no longer reflects the real situa- 
tion in the party. 

The Levy camp sources warn that 
the party wifl be thrown into chaos if 
the convention is hideed pot off. 
However, they concede that their 
adversaries may have a majority. 

Those who oppose the convention 
at this junctu re s^y that the party can 
Ql-afford an internal battle with dose 
media attention. Labour might be 
encouraged by internal division in 
Herat to not go through with the 
rotation ami to opt for early elec- 
tions. A heated campaign after the 
bad press that the showdown for the 
party leadership would generate 
could kavp the Likud unfit to face 
early elections, they say. 

But sources dose to . Shamir told 
The Post last n^ht, “while postpone- 
ment is indeed possible, ft has no- 
thing to do with Shamir or bissnp- 
porters. Shamir did not interfere in 
the matter and wffl not. If the conven- 
tion is put off, ft will only be due to 
technical difficulties.*' 

Shamir met-yestadbQF wfth-Elhflp. 
nan Winftzky, who heads the party 
court and the committee preparing 
elections of convention delegates. 
Winftzky reportedly told Shamir that 
there b no way the convention could 
be prepared fry February 16 - the 
third date for it tins year. (It was first 
scheduled for tills month, then for 
January, and most recently for 
> February.) 

According to Winttsfcy, his elec- 
tions co m mi tt ee is overwhelmed fry 
thousands of appeals about the par- 
ty 1 ’s internal elections, and win need a 
long time to deal with all of them. 

Winftzky will apparently be the 
one to propose this morning that the 
convention be put off. The proposal 
wfl have to be ratified by foe Herat 
executive and then by the party cen- 
tral committee, which would lave to 
pick a new date. Herat insiders ex- 
pect unprecedented storms h Herut 
if a postponement b actually attemp- 
ted. 


Moscow party chief 
leaves ‘under cloud’ 

MOSCOW. - The Co mmunis t Party 
yesterday removed Viktor Gr ishin , 
the longest-serving member of the 
Politburo and a leading figure in the 
Kremlin’s “old guard,” from his post 
as Moscow party boss. 

The official news agency Tass re- 
ported Grishin’s removal “due to his 
retirement” in an announcement 
that i skipped the standard note of 
thanks for his service, indicating he 
left under a cloud. 

Grishin's name has been linked 
with scandals involving Moscow’s 
housing industry, which underwent 
party investigation earlier this year. 

The 71-year-old associate of for- 
mer leader Leonid Brezhnev was 
replaced by Boris Yeltsin, 54, a 
rising star of the new generation of : 
Soviet leaders. 

(AP, Reuter). 


Lebanese militants 

claim killing nfjpw 

BEIRUT (AP). - A militant Mos- 
lem group claimed yesterday it had 
killed a kidnapped Lebanese Jew in 
retaliation for the shelling of Shi’ite 
villages in Sooth Lebanon by Israeli- . 
backed militia gunners. 

The claim was marie by the “Orgar • 
mzationof the Oppressed on Earth” 
in a t y pewritten statement left out- 
side the West Beirut offices of Leba- 
non’s independent newspaper An-. 
Nahar. 

The statement identified the vic- 
tim as Haim Cohen Halala., 39. He 
was abdneted by six gnmnen fromms 
home in West Beirut’s Wadi Abu 
Jami| Jewish quarter on March 29. 
Police said Halala also held an Ira- 
nian passort. 

“We announce to the souls of the 
martyrs and to our Islamic nation the 
execution of Israeli spy Haim Cohen 
Halala in response to the massive 
shelling of South Lebanese villages 
in which several stragglers were kil- 
led," the statement said. 


Peres seeks to avoid 
showdown with Aguda 


By BENNY MORRIS, 
ROYJKACOWITZ 
and ASHER WALLFISH 
Jerusalem Post Reporters 

Labour ministers were meet- 
ing late last night with Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres to press 
him to take tough steps against 
Agudat Yisrael for submitting 
yesterday’s motion of no- 
confidence in the government. 

Peres is thought to favour a 
loophole which would enable him to 
keep the Aguda in the coalition, but 
this has disturbed those Labour 
ministers most Sager to precipitate a 
crisis that would bring down the 
government. 

Labour ministers are- also per- 
turbed about the Taba issue, with 
Peres stOl apparendy indecisive as to 
whether to provoke a major coali- 
tion crisis with Likud leader Yitzhak 
Shamir on this issu e 

Defence Minister Yrtzhak Rabin 
went out of his -way yesterday to 
dissociate himself and his ministry 
from a report which implied that he 
supported the view of the Prune 
Minister’s Office on the Taba nego- 
tiations with Egypt. 

Yesterday evening, shortly after a 
radio report about Taba on Israel 
Radio, Rabin telephoned Shamir to 
say that the report was not based on 
an interview with him, or with any- 
one working for him or with any 
Defence Ministry member of the 
Israeli delegation to the Taba talks in 
Heiztiya a fortnight ago, sources 
dose to Shamir said last night. 


The radio report, citing a “senior 
defence source,” said that, contrary 
to what Shamir has been saying for 
the past fortnight, substantial agree- 
ment was reached by Israel and 
Egypt at Heiztiya about the essence 
of the compromis, the document 
outlining the terms of reference of 
the arbitration oyer Taba. 

Rabin has maintained silence ab- 
out whether Taba should be submit- 
ted to arbitration (as demanded by 
Egypt and agreed to by Peres) or 
should be solved through concilia- 
tion (as demanded by Shamir). 

The loophole that would keep 
Agudat Yisrael in the coalition is 
based on the fact that the Aguda 
does not hold any cabinet portfolios 
(MK Menahem Porush resigned his 
post as deputy minister of welfare 
several weeks ago.) Its membership 
in the coalition is based on the coali- 
tion agreement, which does not have 
the backing of the law. 

Peres and the Aguda are therefore 
able to argue that there is no legal 
basis .for expelling the partyfrom the 
coalition - while there are several 
compelling political reasons to allow 
them to remain. Expulsion is likely 
to alienate a party which could be 
indispensable if Labour is to estab- 
lish a narrowly-based government. 

Unlike Labour, several of whose 
ministers have spoken openly, in 
favour of expulsion, the Likud has 
kept silent on the issue. “That is 
Peres’s problem and there's no 
reason why we should make it easier 


for him,” one senior Likud figure 
said yesterday. 

Tension was building up in the 
Knesset last night as the advocates of 
the amendment to the Law of Re- 
turn (“Who’s a Jew”) and its oppo- 
nents mobilized their forces for to- 
day’s crucial vote. 

The National Religious Party’s 
Avner Sbaki will present the amend- 
ment, a private member's bill signed 
by 20 MKs from various factions, 
which would stipulate that conver- 
sions to Judaism must comply with 
Halacha, the traditional code of Jew- 
ish law. 

The amendment is expected to fall 
by a handful of votes. 

The Alignment has imposed fac- 
tion discipline to compel all its mem- 
bers to vote against the amendment, 
the only exception being Rabbi 
Menahem Hacohen. 

While the Likud is formally com- 
mitted to support the amendment, 
four or five MKs in the Liberal wing 
of the Likud will either vote against, 
or stay away from the chamber. 

The opponents of the amendment 
point out that it would put the major- 
ity of the Jewish world, associated 
with the Conservative and Reform 
movements, beyond the pale, and 
that the main drive behind the 
amendment comes from Orthodox 
Jewish circles in North America 
which campaign a gains t the Con- 
servative ami Reform movements 
there. 


Porush and Verdiger ejected from Knesset chamber 

Aguda confidence motion defeated 


By ARYEH RUBINSTEIN 
Post Knesset Reporter 
Agudat Yisrael’s motion of no- 
confidence in the government over 
its performance on religions issues 
was defeated yesterday in the Knes- 
set by the combined votes of the 
Likud, the Alignment and Shin in. 
The motkm was supported by the 
"two" religious thembmx of Tehiya; fry 
• Meir Kahane (Each) and by Avra- 
ham Verdiger (Morasha), who drop- 
ped out of the coalition months ago 
over the “Who is a Jew” issue. 

Presenting the motion, Agudat 
Yisrael's Avraham Shapira focused 


on the constructions of the Mormon 
Brigham Young University Centre 
in Jerusalem, as well as violations of 
the Sabbath. 

Although Haim Drackman, the 
second Morasha member, and Zcvu- 
lun Hammer (National Religious 
Party), spoke in the debate, they 
were not in the (diamber for the vote. 
"Nor was any other NRP member.' 
Shas didnot participate ia thedebate 
and was absent daring the vote. 

Geula Cohen, the only other 
Tehiya member present, abstained 
on the vote, together with Mapam 
and the Citizens Rights Movement. 


Referring to the Mormon centre. 
Hammer said that the NRP was 
impressed by the understanding 
shown by the prime minis ter for 
“Jewish sensitivity to the building of 
a missionary centre in Jerusalem.” 
Drackman called on the ministe- 
rial committee headed by Religious 
Affairs. Minister Yosef Burg to act 
“qttiCitiy and derisively”." 

Menahem Porush (Agudat Yis- 
rael) accused Jerusalem Mayor Ted- 
dy Koliek of having received shares 
in Mormon enterprises and of having 
‘led everyone astray." 

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 4) 
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The First International Bank te theontybank 
offering personal account hoWeBamlUton 
shekel overdraft at preferential Interest terms 
(subject to the expropriate securities). 


In addition to the large overdraft, you’ll also be 
exempt from administrative banking tees 


Further details from any branch of First 


XXXI NT at First Intematfonal Bank, then 
x/re already reaping the benefits, if you 
iven’t— then It's worth hurrying to open one. 


* Granting of credit Is conditional on 
appropriate securities. 
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THE WEATHER 


: Partly cloudy. 

Yesterday's Yesterday's Today's 



Hmnfdfiy 

Min-Max 

Max 

Jerusalem 

38 

3-10 

10 

Golan 

58 

5-10 

11 

Nahariya 

58 

8*15 

15 

Safad 

77 

3-7 

8 

Haifa PDrt 

90 

12-16 

16 

Tiberias 

46 

8-17 

17 

Nazareth 

58 

7-13 

14 

Afula 

60 

9-15 

15 

Shannon 

39 

5-13 

14 

Td Aviv 

55 

6-16 

17 

B-G Airport 

45 

7-16 

16 

Jericho 

39 

7-19 

19 

Gaza 

48 

7-16 

17 

Beersheba 

42 

2-14 

15 

Eilat 

33 

8-18 

19 


SOCIAL & PERSONAL j| 

Knesset Speaker Shlomo Hillel 
yesterday greeted at the Knesset 
officials of an American war veter- 
ans association. 

The Haifa Rotary Club will bold its 
annual general meeting in the Nof 
Hotel at 1 p.m. today. 


Guards at Tiberias 
Club Hotel site 
as buyers sought 

By MENAHEM HOROWITZ 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TIBERIAS. - While guards patrol 
the grounds of the. Tiberias Club 
Hotel, its owner, are negotiating with 
investors to bay the- shares' of the 
hotel held by Garin Mifalei Nofesh, 
a subsidiary of the bankrupt building 
from Clarin Dirot. CMN owns 46 per 
cent of the hotel. 

The hotel's general manager, 
Micky Shogul, said yesterday that an 
agreement on the purchase would be 
signed within the next few days. 

Holidaymakers can purchase 
“holiday units” in the hotel which 
allow them to stay at the hotel for a 
week or more each year. Some 7,000 
such units have been sold, 20 per 
cent of them foreigners. 

Security guards have been patroll- 
ing the grounds of the hotel to pre- 
vent any damage to the hotel by 
those affected by the collapse last 
week of Clarin Dirot. 

Shogul has been meeting with 
owners of “holiday units.” contrac- 
tors and suppliers during the past 
few days, to assure them that the 
hotel will remain open. 


AWARD. - AH Jewish residents of 
Mandatory Palestine who volun- 
teered for service with the British 
Army during World War n are eligi- 
ble for the Anti-Nazi Fighters’ Rib- 
bon, the Interministerial Committee 
on Emblems and Ceremonies has 
decided. The decoration may also be 
requested by surviving members of a 
volunteer's family. 


After EDF fire disaster \/ 

Smoke detectors to 
be placed in bases 


By AVI HOFFMANN 
Post Defence Reporter 

Smoke detectors are to be instal- 
led in all IDF structures of the type 
that burned down in an artilleiy 
corps base in Samaria earlier this 
month, killin g eight soldiers. Aluf 
Haim Erez, head of the logistics 
Brandi, said last night that this is the 
major recommendation of the com- 
mission that investigated the fire, 
and whose findings were endorsed 
by the chief of general staff. 

Conclusive proof of how the fire 
was caused will probably never be 
obtained, since the prefabricated 
portable barracks, housing 45 sol- 
diers, burned down to its founda- 
tions. Apart from the dead, seven 
soldiers were wounded, one of 
whom is still in serious condition. 

However, all the evidence indi- 
cated that a slow-burning fire, poss- 
ibly caused by an electrical fault, 
smouldered in the roof of the struc- 
ture for some time, eventually emit- 
ting clouds of smoke and noxious 
fumes. When the first soldiers who 
became aware of the danger escaped 
from the doors and windows, they 
created a sudden influx of air. This 
fanned the flames and wi thin mi- 
nutes the sleeping quarters became 
an inferno, reported Tat- Aluf 
Annum Mitzna, chief of operations 
at the general staff, who beaded the 


two-mao investigation commission. 

The commission was unable to 
blame anyone for the tragedy, since 
standing orders had been carried out 
for the most part, and even those 
faults uncovered by the commission 
had no influence on the outbreak or 
outcome of the blaze. Even in the 
civilian sector there were no set 
standards for structures of this type, 
said Mitzna. The other main recom- 
mendations of the commission being 
implemented by the IDF involve 
reducing the numbers of soldiers 
housed in the prefabricated units 
and ensuring that window bars and 
partitions are not installed in these 
structures, so as not to block escape 
in an emergency. 

In the particular structure that 
burned down in the Mevo Shilo 
base, none of the above factors had 
brought about the deaths of the 
soldiers. Forensic evidence had de- 
termined that most of the eight bad 
succumbed to carbon monoxide 
fumes and smoke inhalation before 
the flames reached them. Therefore 
the major conclusion was that smoke 
detectors should be installed in the 
thousands of similar structures used 
by the IDF. 

Erez said that detectors which 
warn of smoke danger had been 
ordered and would be installed 
"within a few months.” 



IN PERSON 


Avraham Shapira (left) presents his no-confidence motion yesterday in the Knesset. 

Avraham Verdiger angrily leaves the Knesset chamber after being called to order three times. 
Seated are Geula Cohen and Rafael Eitan. (Rahamro Israeli) 


Opposition to planned FM 
extensions of postings 


(Ccnttmed from Page One) 

Both Pornsh and Verdiger had 
earlier been rejected from the cham- 
ber by Deputy Speaker Aharon 
i Nahmias after he-had called each of 
them to order three times for repe- 
atedly interrupting Energy Minister 
Moshe Shahal, who was replying to 
Shapira’s motion. 

Under the rules, a member so 
expelled has the right to return for 
the vote. Pornsh, however, was even 
permitted to come in and speak in 
the debate after Nahmias accepted 
his claim that he had not heard the 
chai rman call him to order three 
times. 

The Knesset chamber was quite 


NO CONFIDENCE . Shahal replied that tbe^preseot 

■ ... government had inherited a fait 
existence, it should be turned into a accompli from the Likud govern- 


existence, it sbould be turned into a 
centre for Mormon missionary activ- 
ity a gains t the Jewish people itself. 

We should pray to God that He 
not punish us for the building of “a 
centre of conversion and idol- 
worship” precisely opposite the 
Temple Mount, Shapira said. 

Speaking amid persistent heck- 
ling, mainl y from Shinui and the 
CRM, Shapira quoted from a letter 
written by KoUek to the Mormons in 
1977, when they wanted to buy a plot 
Opposite the King David Hotel: “It is 
inconceivable that in the period in 


By BENNY MORRIS 
Post Diplomatic Correspondent 
There is a groundswell in the Fore- 
ign Ministry against the planned ex- 
tension of a series of senior ambas- 
sadorial appointments. 

Ministry sources argue that the 
prolonged postings are detrimental 
to the advancement of talented 
younger officials and to general 
morale in the foreign service. The 
groundswell is especially concerned 
about the extension of postings of 
senior officials who are on the verge 
of or past retirement age. 

It is understood that the beads of 
the ministry intend to extend the 
postings of Yitzhak Ben-Ari in 
Boon, Yosef Hadass in Bnissels, 
Ovadia Sofer in Paris, and Eliashiv 
Ben-Horin in Ottawa. All have held 
these jobs for five years, regarded 
normally as the outer limit of a 
posting in a European or North 
American country. 

Ben-Horin, it is understood, will 
be on the verge of if not past retire- 
ment age by July, when the appoint- 
ments are to be extended. It is 
understood that the ministry also 


intends to extend the posting of 
Gideon Sagui, the consul-general in 
Toronto, who has reached retire- 
ment age. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said there is no regulation that limits 
the duration of postings of ministry 
staffers. Bur sources close to the 
ministry works committee said they 
are “worried by this tendency to 
keep on or extend postings of pen-' 
sionable officials.” The sources 
pointed out that, in recent months 26 
or 27 ministry staffers have been laid 
off because of budget cuts. They said 
that good management requires the 
return of ambassadors after five 
years at a post. 

These sources are also worried by 
the possibility that, during the com- 
ing months, with the Labour-Ukud 
rotation due in October, Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir will 
attempt to fill three more heads of 
mission slots with political appoin- 
tees, bringing the number of such 
appointees to 15. At the moment. • 
only 12 such slots are filled with - 
Likud appointees, including most of • 
the consuls res-generai in the V.S. / 


foil, as were the galleries, when .which the Jewish people lost six 


j Shapira presented his motion, based 
on “the lack of response by the 
government to demands on religious 
matters.” 

He said it was unthinkable that, 
after hundreds of years of exile, and 
with the State of Israel already in 


tnfllion of its members in the Holo- 
caust we should tolerate any mis- 
sionary activity.” 

Shap ira asked what had caused 
Kollek’s about-fece. His own reply 
was: “Out of respect to Kollek I 
won't say. The communications 


Felafel and beer in Manger Square 

Christmas carols in Shepherds’ Fields 


Gaza man, aged 21, detained 
in arson of 100 Egged buses i 


GAZA (Itim). - Less than 24 hours 
after 100 buses went up in flames in 
as Egged parking lot near the Erez 
junction on Sunday night, a suspect 
was detained following a combined 
operation of the police and the 
security forces. 

The suspect, a 21-year-old man 
from Gaza, has reportedly admitted 
committing the arson for nationalis- 
tic reasons. 

Over 1 ,000 buses were in the park- 
ing lot at the time and the damage is 
provisionally estimated to be at least 
ISl billion. It took six hours to quell 


the fire. 

At 2 p.m. yesterday, the suspect 
accompanied police to the parking 
lot, where he reconstructed the 
crime. 

The senior officer of the Ashkelon 
fire brigade, Mordechai YerushaJ- 
nri, said an investigation had re- 
vealed that the blaze was the result 
of arson. “There were no electric 
wires on the site and after the buses 
were parked, their batteries were 
removed and their petrol tanks 
emptied. Only arson could have' 
been the cause,” he said. / 


By HAIM SHAPIRO 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

As vendors hawked felafel and 
beer in Bethlehem’s Manger Square, a 
few hundred baf dy souls braved chill 
winds to attend a simple but impress- 
ive ecumenical carol service in 
Shepherds’ Field, in the nearby vil- 
lage <rf Beit Sahur. 

Bundled up in warm coats apd 
scarves, the worshippers stood on a 
rocky outcropping overlooking the 
Judean Desert, watching night fall as 
they <Jing the^x&fitianal Christmas 
carols and lizard; Bible reading in 
English, Arabic and Swedish. Two 
choirs, one from YMCA and 
another from the Roman Catholic 
Frferes School, took part, accompa- 
nied by harmonium, trombone, 
guitar and flute. 

Tm only sorry I didn’t tell the 
boys to dress more warmly,” said 
Kameel Nasir, general secretary of 
the YMCA, after the service. “Some 
of them looked as if they were about 
to freeze.” 

Nasir explained that the simple 
service, which attempts to avoid any 
denominational identification, has 
been held on the spot since 1929. In 
feet, there are two other Shepherds' 
Helds in Bert Sahnr. one Roman 
Qithobc, the other Greek Ortho- 


dox,- all believed to mark the spot 
where shepherds saw a star, 
announcing the birth of Jesus. 

In the old days, be said, they 
would roast lamb with hyssop just 
the way shepherds might have, and - 
serve it to the worshippers after the 
service. Today, be said, there are too 
many participants to continue the 
paictice. The site of the service is 
over a cave which two years ago 
began to collapse, only a few days 
-after the Christmas service. Now the . 
cave is reinforced concrete piP - 
lais. ;■ 

Guarding the area was a small unit 
of IDF soldiers. One worshipper 
offered her programme to a soldier 
standing nearby, but be smiled and 
shook his head. 

As the service concluded with the 
singing of Silent Night, a mother 
looked down at the infant her arms. 
The child, warmly wrapped against 
the cold, was sleeping peacefully. 

But if the atmosphere at 
Shepherds’ Field was peaceful, there 
was only noise and bustle in Manger i 
Square, where, a few hours earlier, 
the Latin patriarch entered the town ^ < 
in a traditional procession, accompa- * t 
med by boy scouts, complete with V' 
drums and bagpipes, choirboys and w < 
mounted police guard. Thousands J 


j amm ed the square in the noon sun. 

Despite predictions that 20 per 
cent fewer pilgrims would arrive in 
the town this year because of recent 
terror attacks in the Middle East, 
there was no sign of any let-up in the 
number of visitors to the square. 
However, seasoned observers pre- 
dicted that the crowds would thin out 
during the evening as the winter cold 
became sharper. 

For those who remained, there 
was a concert with some 900 singers 
fromaroifhd foe world' At midnight, 
the traditional mass was scheduled 
to be held in St. Catherine's, the 
Roman Catholic Church that adjoins 
the Church of the Nativity. Hie mass 
was to be broadcast by satellite 
around the world. 

Today, Christmas masses will be 
held throughout the day in the Grot- 
to marking the birthplace of Jesus, 
underneath the Church of the Nativ- 
ity. Other Christmas services are to 
be held in churches in Bethlehem. 
Jerusalem, Nazareth and elsewhere 
throughout the country. 

For the country’s Orthodox 
Christians, the Christmas festival is 
to be celebrated on January 6 and 7, 
with the Armenian Christmas 
observance to be held on January 18 
and 19. 


Saguy mooted for top Liberal post 


Dead ‘Al-Fajr’ journalist 
was tortured, brother claims 


SARAH HONIG 
Part Political Correspondent 
TEL AVIV. - The Liberals have 
offered the former chief of IDF 
intelligence, Aluf (res.) Yehoshua 
Saguy, the post of party director- 
general. Saguy is due to reply within 
a week. 

The Liberal Party has never had a 
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director-general. The party leaders, 
who bad offered Saguy the job,- 
explained to The Jerusalem Post last 
night that the duties they have in 
mind for Saguy are similar to those 
of a secretary-general in other par- 
ties. 

The proposed Saguy appointment 
is seen not only as a move to elevate 
a new. politically attractive figure to 
the party leadership. It is also seen 
within the context of urgent Liberal 
moves to effect a merger with Herut 
prior to either rotation or early elec- 
tions. With Herut hesitant, the 
Liberals have been threatening to 
split the Likud. And having Saguy as 
director-general may be a signal to 
Herut that they are really preparing 
to go it alone, and that they are 
serious about bringing the Liberal 
Party back to life. 


By BARBARA AMOUYAL 
Relatives of Hassan Abdel Halim 
Fakia, the Al-Fajr journalist whose 
body was found near Beit Horon 
outside Jerusalem last week, said 
yesterday that clothing found on the 
body didn’t belong to Fakia and that 
the body showed signs of torture. 

Police investigating the case re- 
jected these claims, and are standing 
by their original .report that Fakia’s 
death was caused while he was pre- 
paring a bomb. t 

After identifying his brother’s 
body, Mohammed Fakia told The 
Jerusalem Post that Fakia’s finger- 
nails had been ripped out and that 
hair had been tom from his head. 
'‘These are dear indications of tor- 
ture," he said. 

Others who knew Fakia insist that 
he was murdered because of a story 


he was covering about West Bank 
land deals. According to Al-Fajr 
Editor Hanna Seniora, the bomb 
was planted on the body to confuse 
investigators. 

Rav-Pakad Mordechai Baraka 
dismissed claims that Fakia, could 
have been murdered. According to 
forensic reports, he said, the hands 
and head were blown off and the 
stomach was severely injured, sig- 
nifying that he had been working on 
the bomb at the time of death. 

Replying to family claims that die 
clothing found on Fakia’s body did 
not belong to the dead man, Baraka 
replied, “The man had been missing 
since October 3. His body was found 
in, an advanced state of decomposi- 
tion. A bt can happen to clothing 
when Left oat in the elements for an 
extended period.” 


TV and radio news to be disrupted today \ 


Katyushas land near 
border with Lebanon 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
METULLA. - A number of 
Katyusha rockets landed early 
yesterday morning near the fence on 
the Israel-Lebanon border. No one 
was hurt. 

Large IDF units combed the area 
throughout the day to check whether 
any rockets bad landed in Israel. 

The katyushas were fired outside 
the security zone from an area wh e r e 
the Shi’ite Amal organization and 
Palestinian gronps operate together. 


Oz, Orpaz to receive 
Bialik literature prize 
Jerusalem Post Staff 
Authors Amos Oz and Yitzhak Au- 
rebaefa Orpaz wfll receive this year’s 
Bialik Prize for literature, the Tel 
Aviv Municipality spokesman 
announced yesterday. 

A panel of judges from the Wri- 
ters Union chose the prize-winners. 

The awards ceremony is to be held 
on February 4. 


Shamir 

taking 
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ment. Agudat Yisrael was, in effect, 
expressing its non-confidence in 
Burg, who had headed the Interior 
Ministry when it approved the ccm- 
.struction of the Mormon centre, he 
said. . 

Shahal said that, at the meetings 
of the Jerusalem Municipal Council, 
where the matter was discussed, 
none of the religious parties had ever 
raised any objection. 

There have been no complaints 
against the Mormons during the 20 
years their university has functioned 
here, Shahal said, and they have 
undertaken in writing not to engage 
in missionary activities in Israel. He 
concluded by saying that the Mor- 
mons have influential supporters, 
mainly in the U.S., including sena- 
tors and administration officials 
whose support & vital to Israel. 


By BENNY MORRIS 
. Minister Mordechai Gnr 

♦fabife; it “probableV that Prime 
Minister Peres wffl hand over the 
pnmnershipto Foreign Minster Sra- 
mfr next October, in accordance with 
the Labour-Likud 1984 rotation 
agreement . i 

“There has been oo reason, so far, § 
tobreak apart the partnership. Were 
the Arabs to come forward with a 
flood of [peace] proposals, then... we 
might have a problem. But, I am 
sorry to say, we have received no 
messages from Hussein [proposing 
peace] that could [alienate the Likud 
and] justify the break-up of the 
national unity government,” he says. 

He dismisses crises like the on* 
stemming from attacks by Trade and 
Industry Minister Ariel Sharon on 
Peres a month ago, as “speculative” 
and “not serious.” They won't bring 
down the coalition, he implies. 

He projects forcefulness and con- 
viction when he concludes: “You 
would need a very serious reason 
indeed for Labour [to break] the^ 
rotation agreement.” 

Gur ran Labour’s campaign in last 
year’s general elections. He very I 
much doubts whether the successes of 
the Labour-led government - with, 
drawal from Lebanon, beating infla- 
tion - would translate into a clear 
Labour victory at the polls, should 
the government break up before the 
rotation. ' f 


CLASS.- 



Tobreak np the go ve r nm ent on the 
basis of opinion polls showing 
Labour getting two or three more 
seats would be - 9 bad mistake, -be 
says. “We have le a r n ed in two elec- 
tions, in 1981 and 1984. that . the 
Israeli voter sticks fast to his party in^ 
both the Labour and Liknd camps. 
Should we renege on rotation, that 
act of reneging could wefl lose us 
these two or three seats and some 
more votes besides.” 

In November 1977, when he was 
IDF chief of general staff, Gur was 
publicly chastised by the government 
for questioning the pacific motives 
underfyiag the late Egyptian Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat's visit to brad. He 
continues to express a cautious -and 
for a Labour man, hardtise - 
approach towards Egypt. “To my 
distress, this is not the peace we had 
hoped for. But what’s past is past. 
But now Israelis fed that there is no j 
readiness by Egypt to come towards i 
us with open arms.” ! 

Gur, along with his Labour col- : 
leagues, supports the sobndsriaa of 
the Taba dispute to international 
arbitration. But he wants “to make > 
sure” that Israeli agreement (0 
arbitration will be m a tche d sad 
acco mpan ied by Egyptian readiness ■ 
toattomai^measareofmnamlflzft- 
tion between the two countries. . 

Gur sounds authoritative os cto 
fence matters. He says that “there is . 
no Syrian threat now. The Syrians : 
have a large concentration of forces 
opposite the Golan - eight (Kristas, 
strong fortifications, anti-aircraft ^ 
batteries. But this has beat the case 
for a longtime. Nothing has changed 
fat the past few weeks to sake the v 
situation worse.” N 

I ask Gur tf, after three decadcatf . 
service in defence posts, beta - 
comfortable as the director/protector 
of the nation's health. “Look, take : 
army I mostly served in combat cow- < 
mands. But I was also forced to ld* 
other jobs, such as coammndur of ^ 
Gaza Strip and OC of the Command 
and Staff College. 1 came to Wff 
them. And I have come to^QXj*_ ' 
Health Ministry, it is very bfierttitof Si 
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Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Israel Radio's I p.m. news maga- 
zine will probably not be broadcast 
today, and television's Mabat news 
programme may be shortened 
tonight, as technicians hold a meet- 
ing dtfring work horns to press de- 
mands for higher pay. 

The head of the television techni- 
cians’ works committee, Hezy Koka, 


said yesterday that the meeting will 
begin at 9 a.m. and could last well 
into the afternoon. During the meet- 
ing neither television nor radio prog- 
rammes will be recorded. This will 
affect broadcasts later in the day. 

The 7 p.m. radio news magazine is 
also likely to be either cancelled or 
shortened. 

The technicians declared a work 


dispute two weeks ago. They are 
seeking to regain pay rises provided 
for in an agreement reached with the 
Israel Broadcasting Authority in 
April last year, but later overturned 
by Attorney-General Yit 2 hak 
Zamir. 

Koka said no full strike is planned, 
but disruptions could continue inde- 
finitely if the technicians decide to 
hold daily meetings. 


With deep sorrow we announce the sudden and untimely passing of our colleague 

MARK KLAPPER 

and express our condolences to the bereaved family. 

Trie funeral wifl take place today, Wechresday, December 25, 1985 (13 Tevet 5746), at 3.45 
p.m. and will leave from 5 Harishonim Street, Hod Hasharon, for the cemetery at Neve Hadar. 
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economic NEWS ' 


UKM wants Balas to guarantee he’ll repay debts 


By SOY ISACOWTTZ 
tct Port Reporter 

“ ^. e United Kibbutz Movement 
(UKM) is demanding that financier David Balas 
undertake to repay to debts to the movement out 
of future profits, in addition to signing over 
current assets, -UKM secretary Aharon Yatflin 
said yesterday. 

Mas owes the UKM and the Kibbutz Ha'Ami 
some 590 million as a result of his unsuccessful 
grey market dealings on behalf of the kibbutz 
movements. Several of Balas's dealings are still 
under police investigation. 
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Markets remain dull and droopy 


For the past four months, the UKM, Balas and 
Bank Discount have been involved in negotiations 
to settle the repayment of the debt, without 
recourse to legal action. Balas reportedly used the 
bank's services during the course of his transac- 
tions. 

As part of the agreement being sought by the 
UKM, the bank will cover part of Balas's debt by 
means of a cash loan, with repayment deferred for 
three years. That solution is aimed at alleviating 
the movement's immediate liquidity problems, 
which have caused the cancellation of most of its 
expansion programmes. 


At present, Balas is drawing up a list of to 
assets, both liquid and fixed, which will be handed 
over to the UKM or used as surety under an 
agreement. However, the financier has balked at 
undertaking to pay out future profits, Yadlin said. 

The UKM chose to attempt to reach an agree- 
ment with Balas in order to avoid lengthy and 
costly court proceedings, Yadlin said. He added, 
however, that the movement will not hesitate to 
take court action if Balas persists in his refusal to 
commit himself to repaying the full sum out of 
future earnings. 


Pncc index to rise 1 .2 per cent as subsidies are slashed 


By ROY ISACOWTTZ 


TEL AVTV . — The level of govern- 
ment subsidy of milk products, water 
and public transport will fall’ by an 
average of over 20 per cent next 
month, Histadrut economists said 
yesterday. The effect on the consum- 
er puce index will be an increase in 
the region of 1 .2 per cent. 

The hardest hit will be public 


transport, the subsidy of which will 
drop from 67 per cent in November" . 
to 25 per cent next month, following 
the government’s decision on Sun- 
day to reduce subsidies and increase 
indirect taxation. 

Histadrut officials reacted strong- 
ly to the government's, decisions, 
saying that these would inqnease the 
burden on the workers while leaving 
those who could afford to pay un- 


scathed. 

Secretary-General Yisrael Kessar 
rejected the government's dictate 
that the Histadrut increase its mem- 
bership fees (primarily as a means of 
increasing the income of. the 
HLstadrut-owned Kupat Holim Ga- 
in health fund), though be left open 
the option of increasing fees at a 
future date. 

Kessar reiterated the Histad rut’s 


demand that the government 
approve “wealth" taxes on capital 
gains, luxury apartments and prop- 
erty. 

Trade Union Department chair- 
man Haim Haberfeld attacked the 
cuts as lacking “both economic and 
moral sense." The decisions made 
no allowance for investment in eco- 
nomic growth and would only lead to 
increased unemployment, he said. 


Agriculture pact to be signed in Cairo 

Post Diplomatic Correspondent ^ h understood that under Gemi- 


Post Diplomatic Correspondent 

A senior Foreign Ministry official 
was due in Cairo last night to con- 
clude a second agricultural coopera- 
tion agreement with Egypt, the 
ministry spokesman announced 
yesterday. 

The official, Avi Siton, former 
political counsellor in the embassy in 
Cairo, is to sign what officials in 
Jerusalem called the Gemiza Q 
agreement, by which Israel will 
supply expert assistance for arid 
zone agricultural development at a 
site in the Western Desert. 

In Gemiza I, concluded five years 
ago, Israel helped Egyptian farmers 
increase crop production at Gemiza, 
a farm in the fertile Delta area. 


Bank syndicate agrees to lend 


.. « uuwbiauAiu uim uuun uciiii- i __ j. - — _ 

“SKf Texaco up to $1.6 billion 


za 11, a number of Israeli agricultural 
experts, attached to Agridev, a pri- 
vate company connected with the 
Agriculture Ministry, will commute 
from Israel to the Western Desert 
site. 

The agreement, seen as the first 
major implementation of thp agri- 
cultural cooperation provision in the 
Israel-Egypt peace treaty of 1979, 
will be signed with Egyptian Agricul- 
ture Minister Yusuf Wall. 

OIL DEAL - The Exxon Corpora- 
tion has acquired a 49 per cent stake 
in Hunt Oil’s production-sharing 
agreement . with North Yemen, 
which includes the major Alif oil 
field. 


appearing on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

MONDAY/WEDNESDAY RATES: Minimum of IS 11,225 for 8 words; eacfr 
additional word IS 1,405 

HttDAY and HOLIDAY EVE RATES: Minimum of IS 14,890 for 8 words; each 
additional word IS 1,850. All rates include VAT. DEADLINES at our offices 
Jerusalem: Monday/Wednesday - 10 a.m. previous day. Friday - 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday. Tel Aviv and Haifa: 12 noon, 2 days before publication. Ads 
accepted at offices of The Jerusalem Post (see masthead on back page) and all 
recognized advertising agencies. 


NEW YORK (Reuter). - Texaco, 
the U.S. oD company involved in a 
major legal battle, said last night that 
b anks had agreed to advance it up to 
SJ. 6 billion. 

Texaco and certain of its sub^ 
si diaries had entered into a receiv- 
ables purchase agreement with a 
syndicate of major domestic and 
international banks, Larry Bing- ' 
ham, a spokesman at its White Plains 
headquarters, said. 

The agreement involves Texaco 
selling to the banks, on a continuing 
basis, up to $1.6b. of money it ex- 
pects to receive in its accounts. 

The company said that it was near- 
ing completion of negotiations on a 
loan package amounting to $1.7b. 
Manufacturers Hanover was re- 
ported to be the lead bank in a 


30-member bank syndicate talking 
with Texaco. 

Texaco has been under pressure as 
its sources of short-term financing 
dried up in the face of last month's 
$11 . lb. award against it for damages 
and interest made to Pennzoil. The 
award raised the prospect that Tex- 
aco might have to file for bankruptcy 
to pursue an appeal. 

Texaco and Pennzoil have been 
holding talks in secret on a possible 
settlement of the case, in which a 
Texas court ruled that Texaco un- 
ethically interfered in Pennzoil's 
1984 attempt to buy Getty Oil. Tex- 
aco bought Getty for $10. lb. 

A temporary injunction against 
Pennzoil attempting to collect on its 
award was issued by a U.S. District 
Court in New York last Tuesday and 
extended indefinitely on Friday. 


TEL AVIV. - If stock and bond 
markets anywhere else in the world 
produced as lacklustre a perform- 
ance on December 24 as the Tel Aviv 
market did yesterday, the excuse - 
Christmas - would at least be ready 
to bend. In our case, the excuse is 
invalid. The conclusion therefore is 
that the markets are simply... lack- 
lustre. 

Take the bond market, for inst- 
ance. Monday's weakness, accom- 
panied by much larger trading 
volumes, carried no monetum. as is 
evidenced by the lack of follow- 
through yesterday. The sellers sud- 
denly disappeared and small purch- 
ase orders shoved the indices up 
marginally, with volume only half 
the amount of the previous day. 

The “arrangement" bank shares 
moved in the opposite direction to 
the regular bond market, as has 
become their wont recently. The 
index for the group fell by 0.52 per 
cent, which was a larger move than 
any of the bond indices managed. 

In the proper, or “free” share 
arket, turnover crawled up toward 
the IS5 billion mark, without actual- 
ly crossing it. Although falling issues 
again heavily outnumbered rising 
ones, and many fell quite heavily, 
the lack of real bite in the market was 
expressed by the paltry number of 
“sellers only” (9) for the second 
successive day, while no issues at all 
were marked “buyers only." Even 
the falls in the sectoral indices were 
limited to around one per cent. 

The one feature of significance 
was the miserable failure of the 
Maritime Bank rights offering. An 
offer of 114 million rights found no 
, buyers interested in taking them up, 
so the underwriter - the Israel Cor- 
poration - was forced to step in and 
swallow 99.5 million nominal value 
of the “rights" at one agora each - 
down 99.9 per cent from the opening 
price of 1 ,000. 

Announcements: 

With the Maritime Bank rights 
issue as background, the statement 
comes from the Incoba investment 


MARKET 

COMMENT 

By PINHAS LANDAU 

company that it has shelved plans 
mooted in the past to publish a 
prospectus for a rights issue to its 
shareholders. The reason cited was 
“the situation currently pertaining in 
the Israeli capital market." Instead, 
the company is going ahead with a 
private placement to insiders or ma- 
jor shareholders. To this end. there 
will be an extraordinary general 
meeting on January 15. The private 
placement is looking to raise some 
$600,000 for 30 per cent of the post- 
issue capital. 

Securiteam Further evidence of' 
how bad business is for brokers in 
the current dead state of the market 
- if any was needed - came from the 
announcement from Securiteam. the 
portfolio management company that 
is a subsidiary of the Euroteam 
financial consultancy firm. 

Securiteam has reached an agree- 
ment in principle with the Finance 
and Trade Bank, a Mizrahi subsidi- 
ary. to transfer the portfolios under 
its management to Segula Securities, 
a subsidiary of Finance and Trade. 
David Tobias, the manager of Secur- 
iteam is also moving to Finance and 
Trade, and will become responsible 
for all the bank's activities in secur- 
ities, while Securiteam will cease its 
portfolio management services. 

Finance and Trade, it may be 
recalled, had a brief period of glory 
when it served as one of the bases of 
activity for the Rieger-Fishman in- 
vestment team. Since 1983, the bank 
has shrunk dramatically, and the 
controlling stake in it was sold by 
Mizrahi to its major subsidiary. 
Tefahot. 

The economic climate being what 
it is, nothing has come from the 
grandiose plans to turn Finance and 
Trade into a merchant bank. Never- 
theless, it is still big enough to swal- 
low Securiteam 's operation. 


MARKET STATISTICS 
Indices 


General Share Index 

294.48 

-0.61% 

Non-Bank Index 

»5.80 

-0.99% 

Arrangement 

297.62 

-0.52% 

Commerce, Services 

304.50 

-1.09% 

Real Estate 

265 75 

-1.02% 

Investment Companies 

270.79 

-0»i% 

Industrials 

324.49 

-1.04% 

Electronics 

230.11 

+IJ 01% 

Chemicals 

4IS.2S 

— i.b0*o 

Industrial Invest 

329.53 

-1.23% 

General Bond Index 

248.97 

+0.11% 

Index-linked Bonds 

256.78 

+U.fl6% 

Fully-linked 

259 63 

-0.21% 

Partially-linked 

254.68 

+0.23% 

Dollar- Inked Bonds 

219.57 

+0.12% 

Short- Icrrn 0-2 years 

247.13 

-0.06% 

Medium-term 2-5 years 

2aS.ftS 

-0 07% 

Long-term 5+ years 

227.14 

-t» 1U% 


tlS4.154.3ml 
( 152060.5m. i 
US2293.9m.) 
(IStiTC.Vm. I 
tlS4ta].3m.l 

(lS47LH.Sm.) 
(lS4!!73.4m. I 


Turnovers: 

Share* - lout I IS4S£.hn 
Arrangement 1521?]. 7m. 
Non-bank 1S2MS0 5m. 
Bonds- total IS4909Jm. 
Index -linked IS.W7.6m. 
Dollar-linked IS1501.t>m. 
Treasury Bills IS7040.5m. 

Movements: 

Advances 67 

of which 5% f 18 
"blivets onlv" U 
Declines ' 217 
of which 5%+ S8 
"sellers only" 9 
Unchanged 127 
Trading Halt 3-> 


Bond Market Trends: 

Index-linked 

3*o f ullv-linked SiaM&Talls to I * 

4.23°, full v- linked Falls la 3% 

Sir- linked Mixed to !% 

90% linked SiaWc 

Double-linked Si able- tails to l* 

Dollar- 1 inked 

Adman Mixed to 1.5% 

Riman Mixed to 0.5% 

Gilboa Mixed to 2*.. 

For. Carr. 

denominated Mixed 10 1% 

Treasury Bills 2.23-2.7?% 


Arrangement yields: 

IDB ord. 12.31% 

Union 0. 1 12.30% 

Discount A 12.19% 

Mizrahi r. 12 55% 

Hapoalim r. 12.59% 

General A 11.96% 

Leumi nock 12.53% 

Fin. Trade 1 1!.U0% 


Oil -drilling firm has licence revoked 

Jerusalem Post Staff other services. 


Td Aviv Stock Exchange dally price quotations 


DWELLINGS 


PLOTS 


HERZLIYA 

HERZLIYA PITH AH. KJFAR SHMARY- 
AHU. Rentals, furnished/un furnished. 
Moran. TeL 052-72759. 


NET ANY A 

MOBIL GREENBERG housing i 
Sales/rentab. 2 Ussishldn St. Tel. 05 


FOR SALE, 600 sq ju-, suitable for 2 cottages, 
in exclusive area, north Tel Aviv, TeL 03- 
905137. 


lllll!llill!ljll!lillllinill!(IM 

SITUATIONS VACANT 


PERSONAL 


TOP CLASS escort service for b us i n e ssm en 
and tourists. "Society" Tel. 03-235020. 


JTC-SMA&YJXT TPPEn^JH^ stop- ; . 
band, telex and word processor operator. 
Immediate employment, flexible boms. Td. 

03-221214, 02-231648, 04-667287. ; 

HELP WANTED. 5 days, clean i ng , cooking. 
References. Tel. 03-414180. 

FULL-TIME POSITION AVAILABLE, new 
Ben-Gurion airport. Oerical/SecretarinJ. En- 
glish mother tongue. Excellent pay. Tel. 03- 


The Energy Ministry yesterday 
put the Hd on Israel's biggest oil 
exploration deal by revoking the 
rights granted just over two years 
ago to file Sismica firm to drill for oil 
in the Dead Sea and Jordan Rift 
areas. 

The ministry spokesman said that 
Sismica bad not met its obligation to 
raise money for the first of its plan- 
ned four or five deep wells in its 1.6 
million dunam concession area. Nor 
had it paid the government several 
million dollars owed for drilling and 




National Insurance Institute 

Payment of 
National Insurance 
Allowances 

On account of the transition to the New Shekel 
and of the closing of the banks on December 31 
and January 1 and 2, this month the National 
Insurance allowances due on the 28th of the 
month (old age and survivors pensions, various 
disability pensions and the guaranteed income: 
supplement) will be paid on 

THURSDAY' DECEMBER 26. 

Child support allowances will be paid on 
December 30. 


MORAN REAL ESTATE 

now fully computerized, extends best wishes for 
A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

to all patrons in Israel and all over the world. 

Tel. 052-72759. 



HaimStoessd 


(Israel Sun) 


FOREIGN CURRENCY 

' 23.12-85 


Sismica. backed by industrialists 
Avraham (“Buma”) Shavit and 
Adam Poliak, sought to raise $50 
million for a systematic exploration 
and drilling effort in the largest tract 
ever allocated to one firm in Israel. 
Sismica has fallen far short of this 
investment target, and has not even 
started to drill its first well. 

The ministry stated that it had 
given Sismica extensions to meet its 
obligations beyond - what was re- 
quired by law, and that the last 
deadline bad expired on Sunday. 

..HU' . 1 ."S ' . M ' V 

Haim Stoessel to head * I 
stock exchange board 

TEL AVIV. - Haim Stoessel is to 
take over as chairman of the board of 
the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange, re- 
placing Dr. Meir Heth. who will 
relinquish the position within a few 
weeks, according to a Zim spokes- 
man. 

Stoessel recently completed 
almost nine years as chairman of 
Zim’s board of directors. Previously, 
he was managing director of the 
Israel Corporation, and accountant- 
general and commissioner of the 
capital markets in the Finance Minis- 
try. 

• He has been a member of the 
Stock Exchange board for several 
years. 

Bank of Israel 
exchange rates 



Commercial Banks 
Coot part of “azraujeemaii") 


OHHr 
Maritime 1 
Maritime 5 
Gennoo-air 
N. Amer. 1 
N. Amer. 5 
-N.Am.opl 
Danotl 
DatxnS 
Daoouc2 
FbnlntS 
FTBI 


13700 15 -1.7 

1064 823 -5.1 

365 3087 ruc. 

34500 . 4 +3-0 
no trading 
no trading 
no trading 
do trading 
do trading 
do trading 
2330 1719 -1-3 
2395 4099 -1,4 


GomonHl 
Consort 0.5 
Kopdl 
Kopdop 


670 98 -4.3 

297 422 -10.0 

no trading 
no trading 


Commercial Banks 

■(pa^taf “at f'ngi mmmVXy 

IDBr 77000 224 

IDBBr - 78000 19 

IDBpA 47X450 

Union 0.1 57300 105 

DtaeonmBr 99000 4 

Discount Ar 98585 255 

Dis-Bcn 11550 20 

Afixnkir 31498 912 

MhraHb 31600 25 

bfizrafacnO 14500 87 


Hotels. Tourism 

GmZoharl 9350 5 +3.9 

GaJZoinirS 3350 - — 

DanHotd 1 3L29 *- - 

DanHotd 5* 2002 79 U-C. 

Coral Beach no trading 

Kencs 1800 37 +4.3 

Yantai Hot 1911 2 +3.0 

YnhaTtun no trading 

9“ n P ntol, J ,,v, 


prior IS1.H0 


fatal- 1 1005 6C 

iztarS 610 S 

Man 1 9025 

ManS 4651 

Stmfron 5090 15 

EKter ' 10050 3 

Ann 21850 so- 

Angel 1800 

Stamen p 3SS1 16 

Textiles and Clothing 


□ortag Volume Cbangr 


1005 

601 

n-C. 

Gal fad 1 

3700 

107 

-2.6 

610 

90 

+5J5 

Gal fad 5 

2350 

217 

+22! 

9025 

— 

-5.0 

Dexter 

3052 

- 

- 

4651 

- 

- 

FenflO.l 

9600 

24 

+6.7 

5090 

150 

n.c. 

FertflO.5 

3310 

247 

n.c. 

10050 

30 

-2.4 

HaifaChem 

749 

6894 

-6.4 

21850 

s.o.l 

-5.0 

Tevar 

51450 

132 

O.C. 

1800 

- 

-0.3 

Tevxop.4 

47120 

10 

n.c. 

3851 

164 

+0.S 

Lipsky 

990 

320 

+4.8 


25 +03 


Data 
-H&otrl • 
Ya’ane 
Ya'aneop 
dal Comp. 
M.L.L.1 
MXi. 5 
Martov 
NSkorl 
Pfikuv 5 
Team 1 
Team op 


126 -1.7 
13 n-c. 
92 -3.7 
54 +3.4 
142 -3.9 
95 -10.0 
- -1J 
50 +Z2 
20 -03 
185 —64) 
47 +0.4 


INTERBANK SPOT RATES; 


uss 

1.4285/1.4305 

per £ 

DM 

2309QT23100 

perS 

Dutch G 

2.8285/2-8305 

per* 

Swiss FR 

2.10902.1120 

P« J 

Belgian Can 

51.30/51-35 

perS 

French FR 

7.69007.7000 

perS 

Italian Lire 

1712.50/1714.00 

perS 

Yen 

20180202.95 

perS 

USS 

1.0887/1.0893 

per SDR 


GOLD? 5325.75 

FORWARD RATES: 

ys swjnus 


1.4245766 

1.4156179 

1.4031/56 


2.1027/63 

2.0902/38 

2.0713/58 


2.5019/34 

2.4903/18 

2.470KS 


Supplied by 

ISRAEL DISCOUNT BANK LTD. 


December 24, 1985 
U.S. dollar 
British sterling 
German mark 
French franc 
Dutch guilder 
Swiss franc 
Swedish krona 
Norwegian krone 
Danish krone 
F innis h mar k 
Canadian dollar 
Australian dollar 
South African rand 
Belgian franc (10) 
Austrian schilling (10) 
Italian lire (1000) 
Japanese yen (100) 
Irish pound 
Spanish peseta' (100) 
Jordanian dinar 
Lebanese lira 
Egyptian pound 


IS 

1482.3 

2113.0 

192.76 

524.43 

703.01 


1061.8 

1010.9 
556.60 
288.81 

866.59 

730.74 

1810.6 

3905.9 
80.670 
831.57 


Hapoalim p 
HipoaHmr 
Hapoalim b 
Gen? A 
Gen? op 9 
Gen? cn5 
Gen? at 7 
LeanriO.l 
Leumi cn 9 
Leumi cn 11 
Kn. Trade 
Fin. Trade 5 


Mortgage Banks' 

Adanzm 0.1 7000 

GenMortr 3440 

Gen Mori b 3440 

Carme l r 2950 

Ca r iiir K l J ffo 2478 

Bmyan 3200 

Dcr.MotX 770 

Mahkanr 1739 

I nd epende n ce 3200 

Tefahot p r 10900 

Tefahot r 11090 

Tefabotdl 8M0 

Tefahot d 2 3423 

Jijaonr 1 644 1.0.1 

J3qnoar5 350 346 

Meravr 1573 342 


51940 1180 -0.6 

51920 172 -0.5 

134900 2 — <L2 

131500 0 n-c. 

103000 5 -0J 


Real Estate, BuOdtog 


77 -0.9 
1817 -0.2 


70 -03 
173 +S.0 
9 tLt 
152 -13 
130 -5.4 
GO -30 


346 — 2.S 
342 n-c. 



New York Stock Exchange 


UBJV. DOLLAR 

GREAT BRITAIN STERLING 
GERMANY MARK 

FRANCE JRANC 

HOLLAND GULDEN 

SWITZERLAND FRANC 


SWEDEN 

NORWAY 

DENMARK 

FINLAND 

CANADA 

AUSTRALIA 


KBCNA 

KRONE 

KRONE 

MARK 

dollar 

dollar 


SOUTH AFRICA BAJTO £ 

BELGIUM . FRANC 

wotha • Jgpunttw 

ITALY U* ? 

JAPAN V* 3 * 1000 


1473.805 1492.195 
2106.067 2132347 
587.407 594.737 1 
191.652 194.044 
522.996 529.523 


268.062 271-407 
1052.717 1065.854 
996JS2 1008J24 
548.255 55S-W 
287.291 290.876 
834.071 B44.479 
861.874 871629 


727.804 736.886 


1453340 1520.080 
2076320 2172.190 
579.250 605.8S0 
182.370 197-670 
515.730 539-420 


260.900 276.480 
1029.790 1085.770 
947,080 1036320 
540,640 565.470 

822.490 860360 
811.660 888.940 
717.690 750.660 J 



December 24. 1985 

DJ-'Avg. 

Transport 

Utilities 

Volume 

Dj.usnr* 

Alcoa 

Allied Own. 
Amer Can 
Amer Exp 
AmerT&T 
Beth Steel 
Chevron 
DuPont 
East Kodak 
Exxon 
Gen Elea. 

Geo Motors 
Goodyear 

lad Bus 
IndHarav. 

loti Paper 

McDonalds 

Merck 

MMM 

IntiNk&d 

Owens 
Phillip Morris 
Procter Gam- 
Sears 
Texaco 
Union Carb. 

United Tecb- 
US Steel 
Wstingbouac 
Wooiwortb 


1519-26 -9-52 

698.26 -3.98 

171.26 -1.95 
78.100,900 


324.85 -2.75 


GOLD & SILVER 
Gold Fix 
Asa Lid. 

Homcstake 

ISRAEL SHARES IN NY 
Amer Is Paper 
Am pal A 
AmpalPfd. 

Alliance 

Bio Tech 

Electronics Ord. 

EH* 

ElronOrd. 

Efarint 
EtzLavud 
Fibroma 
IDB Ord. 

Intcrpbann 
Laser Indus 
Optrotech 
Rada eke. 

Stitex 

Tbro-Vii 

Teva 


By courtesy Oscar Grass and Son 
Inc., Members N.Y. Stock Ex- 
change, American House, Tel Aviv. 
Td. 03-259485. 


Financial Inttitntinn^ 

Shilton r 270 3778 -5.9 

Agile A 25600 4 n.c- 

AgricC 159941 

Lemmlndr 3400 76 -1.4 

IndDevP 57400 1 -5.7 

fad Dev C 361000 - +1.7 

fad D CC 215000 - +2.4 

IndDTXI 216000 - +2.9 

fad D D 209268 

IndDDD 63694 2 me. 

Contractor 463 1347 -6.3 

Tourism 162500 — — 

OnlLO-1 4070 50 O.C. 

0*1 L 0.5 1880 452 -10.0 

daJLdch 10450 3 -06 


Insurance 

SlnNU) 

Shaba i op 

Staholsebdeb 

Ararat 0.1 1 

Ararat 0.5b 

RdnmrO.l 

Render 0.5 

Hadsrl 

HadrnS 

Hsamefar 

Phoenix 0.1 

Phoenix 05 

Hamah 1 

HamkhS 

YmdeaO.1 

Ysnfca 05 

Meaonbl 

Mcaorah5 

Saharr 

Sccoritasr 

Znrr 

ZionHl 

Zk»H5 


do trading 
no trading 
Dotrathoe 
2280 160 -341 

1390 682 -35 ■ 

930 284 +6.0. 

425 350 +6J 

940 277 -3.1 

Cl 750 +L9 

1997 1642 nx. 1 
3150 484 — 4J 

1885 s.o.1 -5.0 

5000 8 -2,0 

1920 191 —4.0 

no trading 

no hatting 

6831 5 +10.0 

2S19 2 Q jlc. 

2449 74 +4.0 

4400 48 ni. 

1142 U0 -0J 


Trade & Services 
Trade ^ 

InterGaml 

2 ? 

BnerGamty 

MdrExra 

MrirEop 3100 

Tefal 00 

TcuJ 001 

CMTtadc 

Ojfaril “JJ 

RapacO.1 

Rupee 05 

Snperao(2 gj 

Super B 10 2285 


455 -4.1 
55 -4.6 


no trading 
1810 995 -4.1 

2470 89 -5.0 

21000 ■- 

4100 - — 4 j0 

4300 455 -13 

2285 527 -42 


° Gindi 1 

GfatUS 1 
Oren 4 

Oreo 5 1 

Azorim 23 
Eton 9 

EOooop 9 
EFRovI 10 
EI-Rov5 19 
Amnonim 6 
A mnnn op 5 
Air far 0.1 300 

A* far 1.0 2171 
Arazim ft 
Adedanl 73 
AriedanS 46! 
Ben Yak 1 2B> 

Baranow] 144 
B*r*n5 7! 
Baranop bt 
Dankaer 305 
Dredxrl 2 S 
DracfcerS n 
Dnicfcerop 12 

DaradO.l 29C 
Daiad05 14S 
H.L.B. 0.1 
H.L.B. 05r 
PknpBldg 373 
BayaldeO.] 5» 
Baytide05 391 
ILDCr 2520 
bpro 1ST 

faralom 499 
farm 6001 

CbtenDee. 33 
dal Real 63J 
Lumtrl 160C 

LtmtirS 705 
M.TJrf. 1 1373 

BldgJUa. 23C 
Bldg op 180 

Modnl U51 

Mitm.ri 38t 
Menrer » 
Mar-Lcz 27] 
Mar-Lei op £** 
fa di mwn 1 2204 

Lcrinstcm5 ^ 

Levin-op 

Lifadrifal 500 
UbdtitzS 240 
Lifachhzop 
Neot Aviv IS100 

At nr iuip rop 8145 
tatarin «00 
SaharH5 ^00 
Sokl Bon. W 
Sabaf 1 1260 

Sabaf5 618 

Satafop 5® 
AfarSeJa 6“ 
Caesarea 1 9® 

Caesarea 5 419 

Rnbimil 1 

Robinst 5 * 

Rogpvim 1559 
RogovinS 975 
Rasacop 2385 
Rancor 2300 
Rastcoop 2400 

Agriculture 
hSuOlIICP 2290 
HabrOi »0 
Mehadrin 900 
Hadarim 1570 
Pri-Or 3600 

6650 


1250 -10.1 
745 -4.0 


397 +0.1 
42 -05 
- -5.0 
286 +2.1 


153 -5.8 
27 n.c. 
56 n.c. 
20 - 2.0 


75 +5.5 
1 +2.8 


Adgsr 477 550 n.c. 

At^arop J615 *.o.J -5.6 

Ota 1090 52 +2.8 

Ofisop 1746 211 -10.8 

BarnctaX 1140 - +5.6 

Baracb5 760 194 -0.1 

Eftan I no trading 

Eftanop no trading 

Atgamanr 3870 

AtaBl do trading 

AtaCO.l notrudtng 

Delta G 1 3225 506 +1.1 

Delta G 3 2410 73 +2.1 

USpfanera no trading 

II Spinners no trading 

Spin op no trading 

Vhalgol 1856 309 -3.6 

Vbalgo5 1470 154 -3J3 

Wardmon 3270 145 -1.8 

ZOritl 3780 162 +0.0 

ZildtS 2350 200 -0.8 

Tip Topi no trading 

Tip Top op notrading 

Yumarl 1530 21 +2.0 

LodziaO.l 1203 103 -5.6 

Lodzia0.4 401 890 —6.5 

Ligal 480 2525 -33 

MlFGUco 442 1500 -15.0 

Olicoop 780 s.o.l -14.3 

Maquctxc 1 19230 - - 

Maqnetie 5 4600 165 -4 3 

Eagle 1 8100 5 n.c. 

Eagle 5 3570 143 —5-3 

Emek 1190 80 -2.9 

PdgatO.l 7440 239 n.c. 

Point 0.4 4100 724 n_c. 

Polygon r 3080 21 -1 6 

pazgod 770 - - 

SctoelL 9000 23 +2J 

Rngoein 3840 300 -4.0 

Metsds and Metal Produce 


S 10 +3.4 

0 400 -4.6 

□o trading 
notrmdmg 

0 774 -1.8 

0 67 -1.9 


635 2309 -6.6 
1600 27 -9.1 

709 545 -10.0 


384 1400 -6.1 

299 1031 -2.0 

272 170 +0.7 

2706 

2204 *.o.l -5.0 

472 190 -1.0 


Octagon 
Octagon op 
UrdxnO.l r 
Union 05 r 
Cables r 
HatchoM 
Hatebof 5 
fa.CanCol 
li.CanCoS 
Morgan 
Morgan op 
SdomMct 1 
Sdomop 
ZionCabl 1 
ZSonCablS 
Kadmanil 
Kadmtni 5 


1250 32 n.c. 

1010 20 +11.0 
2650 126 -0.4 

0280 50 -0.2 

0070 s.o.l -5.0 
4650 35 n.c. 

2890 89 -3.7 

730 2683 -2.9 
506 3(M -10 0 

440 82 -4.3 

340 s.o.2 -6.3 
1790 100 +7.8 

1290 106 -9.2 

1854 670 +5.1 

620 2S28 -t-2.6 
notrading 
no trading 


Upskyop noirai 

Dead Sear 12300 1 

Petroctom, 287 5 

Maxima 1 3170 

Maxima 5 L300 

Maxima op 

NccaChcm. 2600 

Sanol 7180 

Sano5 3360 

Redan 4120 

Kcdemop 3755 

T.G -L. 1 1392 1 

T.G.L. 5 700 J 

T*ya 4560 

Bvtnrom 78(W 

Taro 2800 1 

Wood. Paper, Printins 

Dafroo 1 3750 

Dafron 5 1980 

Human I ' 2200 2 

Hamap op 1800 1 

Yfecfa 1 3400 

YachS 3190 t 

Asbkehm 290 44 

Ash op 395 K 

Molcrt 170(0 3 

Paper MED! 123500 3 

Scandia 1 1195 2 

Rim 0.1 r 2254 3 

Rim 0.4 r 1088 29 

Ta'olBr 10501 3 

| Miscellaneous Industries 
Altumt 1 3980 » 

Ahmut 5 1940 17. 

Aodin 1 1640 lfr 

AndinS 820 2W 

Aodin op JW 5/ 

Fis-e J 7500 71 

ZdtB 1 4437 13 

ZikaS 2199 Mi 

ftoBaJt I 5750 10 

Poilafc 5 2515 108 


270 +3.2 
- - 2.0 

36 -5.3 
64 +1.4 
35 n.c. 
31 -53 
- + 0.0 

180 n.c. 
464 -6.7 

37 +1.8 
20 +1J 


20 +7.1 
30 +03 


164 -8.4 

209 - 8.9 
50 45.3 
27 +4.9 
13 +3.0 
no -0.0 


472 190 -1.0 

205 999 -18.0 

500 130 n.c. 

240 630 n-c. 

135 1713 n.c. 

15100 6 n.c. 

3145 826 n-c.. 

6600 64 at 

4500 25 n.c. 

4600 139 +2J 

1260 - +5.4 

618 429 +4.9 

503 s.o.1 -S3 

626 100 D.C. 

958 130 tLt. 

419 1100 -4.6 

no Hading 
notrading 

1559 114 n.c. 

975 115 +1.2 

2385 21 -10.0 

2300 219 -8.0 

2400 S -1.2 


25 n.c. 
139 +2J 
- +5.4 
429 +4.9 


NedunfaO.l 6705 

NeehnshO-5 2610 

And 1093 

Pecker 3401 

King X 7290 

Kings 3560 

Kli! 1 2080 

KB 5 1170 

Shladot 1320 

Laduah 1 1015 

Ladnsfa5 550 


46 -10.0 
205 -6.1 


Industrial Investment 

Central Trade 5199 423 -2.7 

Koorp J40KU) - +3.7 

p»l [nd 117ft 10573 -0.9 

Tech Res. 444 2006 -0.9 

Tech op 318 816 -3.6 

Investment Companies ~ 

Unicor 3800 197 +0.8 

IDB Dev. r 2815 2615 -2.4 

Incoba 0.1 1267 184 -5.9 

Incoba 0-9 674 377 -1.5 

Elgar r 3300 65 -2.9 

Elgar b 3530 24 n.c. 

Elkm 1740 333 +53 

EQeni b 1810 

Antiwar 25000 3 -6.4 

Afikl 600 760 -4.8 

Afifc 5 540 100 rue. 

Gabelet 1450 6 -0.7 

IsCorp. I >40 453 -0.6 

IsCorp. 5 1365 903 +5.0 

Wotfson 0. 1 56000 I +2.7 

WoKson 1 r 16200 3 n.c. 

Ampar 69S0 26 -1.7 

Hapoelfav 38W M3 n.c. 

Leimnlttv 3980 1167 n.c. 

Dosfaw 3740 3210 n.e. 


453 -0.6 
903 +5.0 


1570 1023 
3600 80 


178 -0.8 
QZ3 n.c. 


Electrical Madtiacry 
Electronics, Optics 
Elbii3r 427WO L 

EfcoO.l . 2950 3 

Elco 0.25 b 2365 7 

Efcn0.25 2380 8 

EkcuaO.l 10285 

EkcnaOJ 6105 153 +0.1 

Ebon 394000 1? *03 

Aril 38000 288 +7J 

Aril op notrading 

dal Elec 2520 1122 n.e. 

Spectrixl 1600 607 -3.6 

Sp««rix5 H5S .VS 4-5.0 

Feudm ^ 0 7 -5.0 

Fe nch tw 720 46." 

Qidone 1 4^5 li 

CydooeS 2040 20t 

KaBA,J 1 3170 li 

KatrAdS U80 

TAT. 1 2850 6S 

TA.T.5 1010 1325 

T.A.T. op Tjju IS 

Tedea «tn 28 


206 -7.3 
15 n.c. 


1325 -8.8 

IS n.c. 


Services 

Dcfckr 

Hatdl 

Hard 5 . 

Light. 0.1 

Light. 0J 

CoktStoO.1 

CoKtStol 

farad Elec 

BoadWO.1 

BondWOJ 

BoadWop 


3510 1177 -1J 
2010 10 n.c. 

750 30 xlc. 
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Means and motivation ] Dry BoIies 


Anything but the truth ;/ 

LIKUD LEADERS have renewed their propaganda assault on 
the minister of police, the Alignment’s Haim Bar-Lev, for his 
insistence that the investigation of the suspected West Bank 
land scandals take its course without political interference. This 
attitude strikes the Likud leaders as completely aberrant, and 
itself evidence of Mr. Bar-Lev’s own lack of impartiality. 

To the likes of Ronnie Milo, the deputy foreign minister, it is 
inconceivable that the police minister should simply be keen to 
allow the police to find out whether, and which, Arabs in the 
West Bank have been robbed of their lands by unscrupulous 
operators, whether Jewish or Arab: whether, and which, 
Jewish land dealers and building contractors have sold West 
Bank land they did not own to naive Jewish buyers — and 
whether, and which, persons involved in the Jewish settlement 
effort, whether private individuals or government officials, 
have pocketed some of the money passed around or deposited 
it in Herat party coffers. 

Mr. Bar-Lev's true purpose, Mr. MHo informed the Likud 
parliamentary faction on Monday, is to destroy the settlement 
effort, and to smear Herat. 

Proof of this charge lies in the fact that Mr. Bar-Lev is a 
leader not of the Likud but of the Alignment. Therecan be only 
two implications to these Herat charges: if the police minister 
were a Herutnik he would squelch the police investigation, or if 
the suspected persons were associated with the Alignment he 
would let the police pursue their task. Unfortunately for Mr.- 
Milo, although it was a Likud administration that launched the 
police probe, it is no longer under Likud control. There is no 
telling, therefore, which way it will go. This cannot, it seems, be 
allowed. 

Perhaps attention should then, somehow, be diverted from 
it? The Likud faction has proposed that a state commission of 
inquiry be set up to look into methods of raising party funds 
since the time of the First Knesset. This should presumably 
demonstrate that, even if some of the present Likud - mainly 
Herat - suspects have done wrong, it was at least in this respect 
a wrong sanctioned by Israel's entire political history. 

It may not be a bad idea: it might, for example, throw 
interesting light on the still mysterious Herat Fund. But 
whether it should take precedence over an inquiry into the 
Lebanon war, even if it entails research into all of Israel’s wars 
since 1948. is by no means certain. What is certain is that some 
Herat operatives are very fearful of what the West Bank muck 
may reveal when closely scrutinized by the police and the 
courts. 


Pirkei Aguda 


IN SUBMITTING a motion of no-confidence in the govern- 
ment Monday night, Agudat Yisrael, a member of the ruling 
coalition, was labouring under no illusion that what it had 
advertised as its “protest” against the government’s failure to 
honour alleged obligations to the religious parties would win 
anything but the tiniest support in the Knesset. The results of 
last night’s vote, in which no Knesset member except 
Morasha's Avraham Verdiger and two opposition deputies 
from Tehiya joined the Aguda duo of Menahem Porush and 
Avraham Shapira, did not, therefore, come as any surprise to 
the sponsors. 

Plainly, winning was not the purpose last night. Wbar MKs 
Porush and Shapira intended was a demonstration that Agudat 
Yisrael was willing to outbid all the other “religious lobby” 
parties in its Orthodox zeal; and that to that end it would kick 
the government in the shins, and get away with it. This, indeed, 
it did. 

As of this morning, Agudat Yisrael is still a member in good 
standing of the coalition. Odd, to be sure, but that is the law: 
only a party which is represented in the cabinet must cross the 
lines if it proposes or votes no confidence in the government. 
True, a while ago Premier Shimon Peres and Vice Premier 
Yitzhak Shamir agreed that a coalition party that proposed 
no-confidence would automatically remove itself from the 
coalition. But Aguda had good reason to believe that neither 
Mr. Peres nor Mr. Shamir would risk alienating it by proceed- 
ing that way. 

The issues raised by the Aguda deputies apart - and it would 
be little short of a miracle if the paranoid obscenities burled at 
them, even from the Knesset rostrum, did not turn the 
well-disposed Mormons into enemies of Israel and the Jewish 
People - this glaring lacuna in the law must promptly be closed. 
The only benefit from yesterday's stormy debate and the vote 
that followed it will evidently be the passing of a bill to that 
effect. 


SUISSA B ACK POLLAK 


(Continued from Page (Hie) 

project. It was during his afternoon 
painting shift on Friday that Gur 
escaped. 

Bar-Lev's spokesman said last 
night that the removal of Gur’s 
guards was in ‘"direct contradiction” 
to Prison Services regulations, which 
stipulate that a life prisoner who has 
iot been permitted regular home 
leave must be watched constantly if 
given work outside prison walls. 

The report notes that life prison- 
ers have been permitted to work 
outside prison wads since February 
1984. 

Mordechai Wertheimer, who 
served as prisons commissioner from 
December 19S0 to January 1985, 
told The Post on Sunday that “I have 
never permitted and would never 
consider permitting a life prisoner to 
work unguarded outside of prison 
walls/' 

Meanwhile, the search for Gar, 
sentenced in 1980 to Iife-plus-34- 
yeais for the kidnapping and murder 
of eight-year-old Oron Yarden of 
Savyon, moves into its sixth day. 

Police have reinforced their ring 
around the coastal plain area after 
several citizens reported seeing Gur. 

Yesterday police in Rishon Lezion 
received a phone call from a man 
identifying himself as Gur. The man 
told police he wanted to turn himself 


in, but then immediately hung up. - 

Several Rishon residents later re- 
ported spotting Gur in the area. 

Police Commander for the Coas- 
tal Plain District Assaf Hefetz, who 
was involved in Gur’s capture five 
years ago, yesterday urged 'Gur to 

turn himself m. Hefetz saw on an Israel 
Radio broadcast, “T ask Gur to turn 

himself in. The escape is senseless and is 
only serving to hurt him and die pub- 
lic. " 

Police again request the public to 
be on the alert for the escaped con- 
vict. 

Gur is 1.70 metres tall, has dun- 
ning light-brown hair and blue eyes; 
he is ofmednun build and has a tattoo 
on one arm. 

A prisoner who did not return 
from leave was yesterday given an 
additional six months in jail, plus a 
year’s suspended sentence by the 
Beersheba Magistrate’s Court that 
found him guilty of escaping from 
prison, Itim reported. Yitzhak Re- 
bibo, 35, did not return from a 
48-hour leave he was given on April 
12, when he was servinga three-year 
jail term for burglary and escape 
from detention. 

Rebibo'was spotted in the Tel 
Aviv central bus station by a warder 
from the Beersheba prison. The war- 
der, Ezra Moshe, arrested Rebibo 
with the help of a Border Policeman 
and returned him to prison. 


Shalom Hartman Institute 

Open Public Forum on Liberal Democracy and the Jewish Stale 
CORRECTION 

The name of Professor Fred Schuier of Unhwislty of (MkMgan School of | 
Law was inadvertently omitted from the ^ of participants m tne | 
advertisement which appeared in yesterday's paper ■ a] 


DRIVE CAREFULLY 


HUNDREDS of families in France 
have deferred their aliya because of 
the housing problems. Absorption 
Minister Ya’acov Tsur confirmed - 
at least by implication - in replying 
‘to a parliamentary question last 
Wednesday. 

Not that there is a -shortage of 
available flats, Tsur explained. The 
news media are full of reports about 
housing companies going bankrupt 
because they can’t get rid of their 
fiats. The problem is the money for 
buying them. 

Olisn can get a government wort - 
gage loan that is one-third higher 
than that available to Israelis, Tsur 
said. And for ofim wbo cannot afford 
to mortgage their future income 
there is public housing - “but that 
involves a very long road of trials and 
tribulations/' 

He said the ministry has prepared 
a programme that substantially in- 
creases the oleh’s rights with respect 
to mortgages, public housing, and 
housing for singles. It would entail 
an additional expenditure of S40-S50 
million a year, of which the Jewish 
Agency has promised to cover a 
considerable part. 

The plan, Tsur said, is now under ' 
discussion between bis ministry and 
the prime minister, the Jewish Agen- 
cy Executive, and the ministries of 
finance and housing, and he hoped 
that it would go into effect at the - 
beginning of the new fiscal year 
(next April). 

Tsur’s plan is “not news.” He 


ARYEHKUBINSTEIN- 


“unveiled" it at a press conference 
on October 23. One of its basic 
features is a radical change in the 
function of absorption centres, 18 of 
which would be turned into perma- 
nent housing for olim instead of way 
stations. 

OUM WOULD be offered con- 
siderably higher mortgages and 
would be urged ’to buy flats on their 
own. But, first, the ministry would 
cover the bill for two weeks at any 
three-star hotel on its “recom- 
mended”- list in the town of the 
oleh's choice, and then would allow 
him to choose a rental apartment 
whose rent would be government-- 
subsidized. 

What was lacking in Tsur’s reply 
was a sense of urgency, reflected in 
his taking two months to answer. 
The question was submitted, by 
Nava Arad (Alignment), on Octo- 
ber 21. 

But even more amazing was his 
general observation questioning the 
linkage between aliya and the mate- 
rial arrangements made for the oleb. 
The 50,000 olim from North Amer- 
ica did not ail come when there was 
economic prosperity here or when 
flats were available on easy terms, be 
said, and those who failed to come 
were not attracted even when the 
economy was booming. 


This is a truism. There are com- 
mitted Zionists who will come no 
matter what, and others, who on one 
pretext or another, will not cpme 
even if offered subsidized suites in a 
Herzliya hotel. • 

The connection between material 
benefits and aliya has been a subject 
of controversy snee the Fifties. 
Even if the authorities were tq con-, 
dude that there is a dose link be- 
tween the two, there is, of course, 
the budgetary problem. 

Arad, however, had not asked for 
Tsur’s view on that matter but had 
raised a most specific question: Was 
it true that hundreds Of Freud) fami- 
lies, ready to make aliya, were put 
off because they could aot finance 1 

the purchase of a flat? 

Tsur in effect said that the report I 
was accurate. So whatever moti- 
vated, or failed to stop, the 50,000 
North Americans who made aliya is 
not relevant. The French families 
wbo are said to be ready and willing, 
but not able, to make aliya are real, 
live people, not abstractions. 

Is the Absorption Ministry con- 
tent to let them wait until the hew 
housing plan, announced in Octo- 
ber, . is actually discussed and 
approved by the bodies mentioned, 
and goes into effect (as Tsur hopes) 
in April? Despite the budgetary 
situation, which certainly cannot be 
ignored, it would seem that some 
special effort is called for in this case. 
Judging from Tsur’s reply, he does 
not think so at all. 
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Geula Cohen has advised Tsur to 
spend less time on coalition politics 
and more on immigrant absorption. 
I do not propose that he emulate 
Mordechai Gar and Yitzhak Navon 
in their stubborn fight for their 
mini stries' budgets. Three, such 


minis ters would be more than we 
could take. 

. •’ Tsur certainly is more effective- pT 
his post than bis two immediate 
predecessors. But a little more en-, 
fousfaszn for his job would make lath 
even better. 



MANDATORY PALESTINE 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, - In his article of December 
15, “Herat is silent," Zalman Abra- 
mov refers to the “grand national 
debate" between those who “insist 
on placing under Israeli sovereignty 
all territories wi thin the former 
boundaries of Mandatory Palestine" 
and “their opponents... (who) are in 
favour of a substantial withdrawal 
from the occupied territories." 

This is mis-stating the terms of the 
debate. I know of no party which 
advocates taking over the Kingdom 


of Jordan, which was part of Manda- 
tory Palestine until granted inde- 
pendence by the British in 1946. 
Apparently it has been forgotten 
that a substantial territorial com- 
promise was already made when, in 
1922, Britain partitioned Palestine 
into an Arab area east of the Jordan 
River (Transjordan) and a Jewish 
area west of the Jordan, one quarter 
of its size. 

MARJORIE COOPER 

Haifa. 


SOUTH AFRICA’S ZIONIST YOUTH MOVEMENT? 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post I await the forthcoming arrives 

Sir, - On reading Roy Isacowjtz’s with “bated breafo.” 


To the Editor ofThe Jerusalem Post 
Sir, - On reading Roy Isacowjtz’s 
article on the South African Jewish 
community, T was extremely sur- 
prised by hb omission of the role of 
the Zionist youth movements. 

I have recently returned from a 


Kibbutz Yizreel. 


IAN LUCAS 


Roy Isacowitz comments: . . 

Mr. Lucas’s breath will remain 


two-year stint as the central shaliah • bated. Unlike him, I do not have a 


BIASED REPORTING 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, -There does not appear to be 
any let-up in the BBCs malevolent 
mendacity when it comes to report- 
ing about Israel. 

Recently, the BBC referred twice 
in one broadcast to a hunger strike 
“of over a thousand political Arab 
prisoners being held" by Israel. 

Their correspondent in Jeru- 
salem, Paul Reynolds, and his mas- 
ters know full well that these are 
security prisoners, whose crimes in- 
clude, murder or attempted murder 
of innocents by bombs, grenades, 
knives and ballets, but how is the 
listener expected to react open hear- 
ing about over a thousand “politic- 
al" prisoners? 

In another case of BBC special 
handling, on the night of the slangh- 

INTERRUPTED 

To die Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, - On December 7, 1 walked to 
the Western Wall at the end of the 
Sabbath to watch the lighting of the 
first candle. After that event, some 
young people started a torch run to 
carry aflame with which to light their 
own hanukkia. The next event on 
the “programme” for the evening 
was a dance group of young people 
who performed some of oar lovely 
and serene dances which have 
graced post cards and movie footage 
ever since the State was founded. 

In the middle of the dance per- 
formance, three ultra-Orthodox 
men suddenly rushed in screaming at 
the top of their lungs. One of these 
men struck one of the young women 
in the dance group in the face. Of 
coarse, that immediately ended the 
dance performance, and the young 
woman went off weeping with her 
friends. 

This incident raised several ques- 
tions to which I, and I would guess all 


ter of seven innocent Israeli tourists 
at Egyptian hands at Ras Burka, 
BBC radio mentioned it at midnight, 
but from 6 a.m. until I gave .up 
monitoring at 5 p.m., I heard no- 
thing at all except after tire 3 p.m. 
news, when Meron Benvenisti was 
asked to comment on the Ras Burka 
and Larnaca Cyprus incidents (the 
latter, where three unarmed Israelis 
were murdered by PLO thugs 
aboard their sailing boat). Beavems- 
ti’s gratuitous answer to our 
“friends” was that about 10 times as 
many Israelis are killed in traffic 
accidents as by Arabs. The BBC 
certainly knows whom to employ 
and whom to interview. 

PROCESSOR R. KENNETH 
Rishon Lezion. 

PERFORMANCE j 

of the other people who saw this, 
would like some answers. 

1) Why didn’t the soldiers who 
were on guard duty at the time arrest 
the attacker? In civilized countries 
such as Israel, a person who attacks a 
total stranger is usually arrested for 
assault and punished accordingly. 

2) How did the ultra-Orthodox 
man justify to himself striking a 
strange woman? Halachically, even ' 
touching a strange woman is forbid- 
den to an adult male. 

3) How did the ultra-Orthodox 
man justify to himself publicly sham- 
ing a fellow Jew? Some of foe 
strongest haiachic injunctions are 
against such behaviour. 

DONALD J. WETNSHANK 
Jerusalem. 

PENFREENDS 

GERRY CULLEN (22), of 36 Clon- 
turk Park, Drumcondra, Dublin 9, 
Ireland, works in a bank and would 
tike to have Israeli penfnends 


of the Habomm youth movement, 
having been based in Johannesburg. 
It seems to me that Mr. Isacowitz has 
failed to understand foe real state of 
the Jewish community beneath the 
very attractive facade. The fact that 
the words Zionist youth movements 
do not appear even once in the 
two-page article shows to what ex- 
tent Mr. Isacowitz has been “sold; 
the establishment tine." For without 
the youth movements, foe title Zion- 
ist Federation would indeed be. a 
hollow one. 

The four major Zionist youth 
movements, Habonim, Be tar, Bnei 
Akiva and Maginim, are the last of 
the truly classical Zionist move- 
ments. At the preseat moment, 
there are over 1000 young Jewish 
children spending three -weeks at foe 
largest Jewish and Zionist camp in 
foe world, Habonim Mahaneh. sot 
to mention the other three maha- 
not. Furthermore, there are many 
members of the movements present- 
ly touring Israel in the framework of 
foe “summer courses.” ' 

A further point of contention con- 
cerns foe number of olim from South 
Africa. A large proportion of foe 
olim are graduates of one of the 
movements and without their influ- 
ence on foe community as a whole, I 
wonder how many South Africans 
would be living in Israel today. I am 
sure that foe youth movements wUI 
be given their rightful place in the 
foifocoming articles, but I would 
have expected a person tike Mr. 
Isacowitz (who.is probably a gradu- 
ate of one of the movements himself) 
to have mentioned them in his open- 
ing article. 

H ' 


personal interest in foe youth move- 
ments (I am not a graduate of onexrf 
them) and do not consider them 
germane to my. subject, given foe 
limited space at my disposal. If that 
is foe “establishment line," then 
they didn’t need to do any selling; I 
acquired k all on my own. 

TV 

PROGRAMMING 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, - Why is it that TV -viewers in 
Israel get such a raw deal? I cannot 
believe that foe majority of the 
population really wants the endless 
documentaries and talk-shows which 
are shown at peak viewing time, so 
that for tighter entertainment, they 
have to wait until they’re realty to 
fall asleep. After all, most Israelis 
start work at 7.30 or 8.00 ajn. and 
are in no state to start watching a 
new TV programme at 11.00 p.m. 

RTVKATRENNER 
Jerusalem. . . . 


CLEAN UP EILAT 

Tothe Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

. Sir, •- Marcel Frey, who wrote oh 
November 15 suggesting a casino for 
Fijat to encourage more Europezms 
to its shores, should get his priorities 
right. 

. Five years ago, Eilat was dean arid 
unspoilt. Today, it is a disgrace and 
must be deaned up to bringit even in 
tine with other resorts. 

The idea of one major hotel to 
ins tall a video systemin every room 
and Mr. Frey's latest fantasy may 
bring Israelis flocking to their pre- 
mises. But foreign tourists want to 
be able to use the beaches and sit in 
cafcs to enjoy foe sun. The fjlfo and 
stench, together with the image cre- 
ated' by young Israelis who deep 
outside in every comer of Eilat, send 
such tourists packing. 

I know and love Israel, but first- 
tune visitors are bonified at these 
conditions. Similar remarks made by 
a vast majority of Europeans in foe 
d eparture lounge of Eilat’s airport 
last spring should be heeded. . . 

Rid your beaches and. streets of 
broken. botdes, rubbish and these 
deeping beauties, and maybe the 
idea of a casino will not seem so 
ridiculous. 

LINDA WEINBERG 
Zurich, Switzerland. 




Hot off the press! 

The Jerusalem phone book, in English. 

Now on sale at the following sales points of The Jerusalem Post: 
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YOUR GUIDE IN ISRAEL 


Carta's Official Guide to Israel 

A splendid kitfor the serious 
tourist includes a huge road 
map in two parts and foe 468 
page guide Its most Impressive 
feature is the gazetteer, which 
Dsts and describes eveiy place 
name on the Israeli map. Comes 
with a leatherette pouch. 

PRICE: IS 1 3,1 60 


Adventure fa tire Holy Land 
By Marcia Kretzmer 

Aguide especially for chfldren, 
tmagmatfve and educational. 
Kretzmer gives a simplified 
account of history, legends and ' 
facts and develops an awareness 
of biblical history and modem 
Israeli society. Easy-reading, yet 
thoughtful text Includes photos, 
maps and Illustrations. 

PRICE: IS 10,370 


Massada Guide to Israel 
ByA-Lewensohn 
Chock-full of information, this 
practical guide features all the 
pertinent information about the 
1 ,800 dties, towns, villages and 
sites in Is rad, plus 23 detailed 
maps of the country, as well as 
dty and tour maps. Published by 
Massada, softcover, 552 pages. 
PRJC&IS 12^580 


Hie Kibbutz Inns of Israel 

A tour of the country's kibbutz 
guest houses, written in a 
personal, lyrical style. The author, 
Abe Kramer, describes tihe Inns* 
«>mmunittes and environs, their 
Individual charms and distinctive 
characteristics. Published by 
Carta, softcover, 120 pages. 
PRICE: IS 5,808 


Marty’s WaWqgToHts ta 
BlbBcalfenwaleui 

Combining Bronx cheerwlfo 
Jerusalemite know-it-all, Isaacs’ 
little book is one of Jerusalem's 
mostpersonable tour guides. 30 
double pages, published by 
Carta and The Jerusalem Prist 
PRICE: IS 4*232. 


Carta's Christian PDgridi Map 

And Guide to the Churches of 
the Holy Land. A kuge, colourful 
and veiy informative map that 
every pflgrtm wW find 
incBspttisable. includes alarge 
map of the andent Hoty Land 
area with corresponding 
modem-day cities, towns and 
Routes. Beautifully Illustrated, 
makes a fine wall poster, too. 
PRICE: IS 3*376 


Carta's Israel Road, 
and Touring Guide 

The acclaimed guide In a new 
handy format features 78 multi- 
coloured road maps, trips for all 
seasons, complete index and 
descriptive text of each region of 
the countiy. A must for aB . 
drivers! 

PRICE: IS 14,961 


Carta's Hotyiaod Touring Map 

An easy-to-read road map of 
Israel, Including supplemental 
maps of Gush Dan and 
Jerusalem. 

PRICE: fS2*524 


Bank Guide to Isad 

The famous best-selling Bazak . 
Gride, packed with up-to-date 
Information for the visitor to 
Israel Everythfogyourieed to 
knowabout hotels and hostels, 
restaurants, campsites, - 
museums, art galleries, historic 
and religious sites The 1985-86 
edition features 24 full-colour 
topographic road maps 
covering the entbe countiy. . 
Published by Harper & Row, 
softcover. 480 pages. ' 
FHC*|$X9,287 
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